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NEW YORK STATE BUILDERS ASSOCIATION ANNOUNCES EDUCATION AND TRAINING PROGRAM
Albany, NY, December 18, 2007…The New York State Builders Association (NYSBA), its local affiliate the Queens & Bronx Building Association (QBBA) and New York State Builders Association Research and Education Foundation (NSYBA REF) announced today a partnership with the New York State Association For Affordable Housing (NYSAFAH) and LaGuardia Community College (LaGCC) to provide a classroom and job-site training program to promote a skilled residential building trades workforce in New York City.
The program, which began on December 1, 2007, will provide rigorous training through courses offered at LACC’s campus located in Long Island City and job placement at residential building sites throughout the city.  The first course, Basic Principles for Construction, will run from February through April with two specialized courses in Carpentry and Plumbing from April through July.  Additional classes are planned for later in 2008 and for 2009 in Masonry, Electrical, and HVAC.  The courses will incorporate the NYSBA REF supported curriculum and textbooks from the Residential Construction Academy (RCA)- a publication developed by residential builders across the country and produced by the Home Builders Institute, the workforce development arm of  the National Association of Home Builders (NAHB).

“These classroom courses and related job-site placement and experience will offer a solid foundation to learning the basic residential building trades,” said NYSBA executive vice president Philip LaRocque, “and provide New York City with the best trained residential building workforce in the entire country.  NYSBA believes that home building is at the heart of New York’s economic engine, and cultivating a highly-skilled and educated workforce will benefit everyone.”
“This forward thinking initiative will be a boon to affordable housing development in New York City,” stated Bernie Carr, executive director of the New York State Association For Affordable Housing.  “It truly shows a strong commitment by leaders in the building industry.”
All prospective students interested in enrolling are urged to call LaGuardia Community College at (718) 482-7244 or visit their website: http//ace.laguardia.edu.
The New York State Builders Association (NYSBA) is a not-for-profit trade association comprised of 17 local affiliates across the state.  Chartered in 1950, NYSBA represents 4,200 builder, remodeler, developer, and associate member firms, ensuring that their interests are represented at the State level.  In addition, NYSBA serves as a clearinghouse of information for members and provides tangible benefit programs, including but not limited to, several insurance programs that enhance the businesses and lives of members and their employees. NYSBA is the New York State affiliate of the NAHB.

NYSBA REF is the philanthropic arm of the New York State Builders Association (NYSBA) and holds the exclusive license to offer NAHB University of Housing courses in New York State. NYSBA REF’s goal is to promote scholarship and educational opportunities and to promote research studies, training programs, estate planning and gift giving pertaining to all aspect of residential building construction in New York State.

The New York State Association for Affordable Housing (NYSAFAH) formed in 1998, is a trade association for private sector organizations throughout New York State that are involved in affordable housing.  NYSAFAH’s goals are to increase housing programs and subsidies, to be a voice for professionals in the field, and to inform members of new opportunities and developments. Currently they have over 300 members, including developers, general contractors, attorneys, architects, lenders, equity investors, and other housing professionals.
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